
Symphonic Band & Wind Ensemble Syllabus
1st Term
2017
Instructors Ben Petersen, Joe Hartson, Brian Vanderbloemen
Introduction
Congratulations and Welcome! You are part of a tradition of excellent music ensembles at McFarland High School.  As a member and part of this tradition, you will have many responsibilities and expectations.  We expect you to attend all rehearsals, to practice individually, and perform successfully.  Most of all, we ask that in everything you do, both inside and outside our program, you will strive for excellence while exhibiting a positive attitude. If you do these things you will help continue the tradition of excellence seen in the McFarland Band Program. The experience of being in band is a once in a lifetime opportunity. We want the best for you and that is the reason we demand the best from you. 
Band Room Expectations
1. Be on Time!

2 ways to be late:
1. Enter the room after the bell. 

2. Not seated with materials 3 minutes after the bell. 
· 3 tardies, a parent is contacted by phone. 

· 4 tardies equals a referral. I will reset my counting every term.
2. Cell Phones
· First Offense-Verbal Warning

· Second Offense-I take it for the rest of the hour. Parent is contacted by phone.
· Third Offense-I take it to office for the rest of the day. Referral is given.
3. Take Care of Your Equipment

· Cleaned instruments in cases, Tubas on walls 
· Locker locked

· Percussion put away and cover all equipment
4. Rehearsal Expectations
· Attentive listening

· No gum, food, or candy. Water is allowed.

· Correct posture, instrument position
· Podium Rule
· All Materials Present: Instrument, Music, Pencil, Drill 
· No Touching of Percussion

MHS Music Concert Attendance Policy

Concerts are an opportunity to reap the rewards of the hard work that goes into learning challenging pieces of music. They allow musicians to experience the joy of creating music with others for a live audience.
Participating in all performances is a requirement for the completion of the course. Performing for an audience as a member of an ensemble is one of the music department’s Essential Learning Outcomes (ELOs).

Students must participate in all required performances. Missing performances will adversely affect the final grade. If a performance must be missed, notice from a parent/guardian must be given an absolute minimum of four weeks prior to the date of the performance. Notice of an absence within the first two weeks of school is preferred. A phone call from a parent or guardian is required to explain an absence. Students will only be excused from performances for family emergencies and illness. Work does not constitute an excused absence from a dress rehearsal or concert.
MHS Music Department Essential Learning Outcomes/Standards 

(Grade weighting)
Technique

Students will demonstrate mastery of a variety of technical skills on 
(30)


their instrument including sound production, intonation, articulation, 
dynamics, phrasing, and interpretation in a performance. 

Literacy


Students will interpret musical symbols and vocabulary in 
(10)


order to realize pieces of music in a technically and aesthetically 
informed way
Response

Students will become successful listeners by identifying and 
(15)


analyzing what they hear and intellectually and emotionally value the 
musical interpretations of others.
Connections

Students will develop a more mature understanding of and ability to 
(25)


empathize with the human condition through connecting themselves to 
other contexts: histories, cultures and other academic disciplines, through music.
Performance

Students will exemplify the qualities of a musician who consistently
(20) 


engages in a positive and productive manner that acknowledges the 
importance of the group over oneself.
MHS Music Department Grading for Learning 
	Student Score
	Numeric Range
	SBG%
	Grade
	Description

	4
	3.6 - 4
	90-100
	A
	Advanced
In-depth knowledge is demonstrated.

	3.5
	3.3 - 3.59
	82.5-89
	A/B
	Student demonstrates level 3 standards with partial success in level 4.

	3
	2.8 - 3.29
	70-82.25
	B
	Proficient
Core concepts are accurately demonstrated with consistency. 

	2.5
	2.3 - 2.79
	57.5-69.75
	B/C
	Student demonstrates level 2 standards with partial success in level 3.

	2
	1.8 - 2.29
	45-57.25
	C
	Basic
No fundamental errors regarding the concepts, skills, and processes are present. 

	1.5
	1.3 - 1.79
	32.5-44.75
	C/D
	Student demonstrates level 1 standard with partial success in level 2.

	1
	1-1.29
	25-32.25
	D
	Minimal
Partial understanding of core concepts is demonstrated, but with fundamental errors. 

	0
	0 - 0.9
	0-24
	F
	Insufficient
Student does not demonstrate evidence of understanding.


McFarland High School Band Objectives
1. To provide a setting in which can students can learn about music through performance.

2. To develop character, self-discipline, cooperation, and creativity in student participants.
3. To help students demonstrate an understanding of instrumental techniques including posture, breathing, and healthy sound production as applied to instrumental repertoire. 
4. To help students learn the fundamentals elements of reading and performing music: pitch, rhythm,
melody, harmonic structure, style, form, expression.

5. To develop individual and ensemble skills through: tone quality, balance, blend, expression, stage presence, confidence, cooperation. 
6. To demonstrate an understanding of performance etiquette through participation in required concert

performances.

7. To evaluate music performances in written and verbal form using music vocabulary and concepts.
8. To study and perform selections representing various historical periods, styles, and cultures.
Conduct and Effort 
Weekly Rehearsal Skills, Student Self-Assessment
Pep Band
· Students attend at least 2 pep bands event each term.
Summative Assessments
Program Notes, late November, rubric shared prior to assignment
· Writing about the winter concert repertoire.
Playing Assessments, rubric will be shared prior to assessment
· Will be taking place in November and January, content based on winter repertoire. 
· Will be submitted through a video. 
Performance Self-Assessments
· Students will self-assess each performance and progress in the class.
Final Exam
· Evaluation of Marching Performances, concert, curriculum based on repertoire

Re-Assessment: Students can re-take/re-do program notes, or playing assessment at any time for full points.

Performances/Rehearsals
I. Performances
· Home Football Game Marching Performances (3)

· September 8th, September 22nd, October 6th  
· Family Festival Parade, Sunday, September 17th  
· Only 3 band students per grade may be on a class float.  
· Winter Concert, Wednesday, December 6th 7:30pm 
II. Marching Band Night Rehearsals

· Monday or Wednesday Evening Marching Band Rehearsals 
· Run from Wed. Sept. 6th through Wednesday, October 4th. 
· SIGN-IN FOR EACH REHEARSAL
· Work is not an excuse for missing these rehearsals. 

· You are excused from rehearsals due to athletic meets/games, death in the family, or illness.  If you are missing you need to email, call, or hand a note to Mr. Petersen.

· Athletic Practices and other activities do not conflict with these rehearsals; however we realize that sometimes they do overlap.  We expect that if you are a fall sports athlete that you come to the marching band rehearsals immediately following the completion of your athletic practice. 
ASR: Please give Mr. Petersen 24 hours’ notice to pull you for ASR.  
Mr. Petersen’s Contact Information:

Email: PetersB1@mcfsd.org
Phone: 608-838-4500, ext. 4517

Office: Located in Orchestra Room 161, Hours: 8:00am-9:20am A Days, 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please detach and return to Mr. Petersen by Friday, Sept. 8th. 
I have read and understood the expectations listed above.  I have also detached the schedule of events for the 2017-2018 school year. 

Student Signature___________________________________  Date___________

Parent Signature ____________________________________ Date___________
McFarland High School Band

Schedule of Events 2017-2018

Bolded Events are required
Day

Date

Time

Event

Wednesday
9/6/17

6:00-7:30pm
Marching Band Rehearsal

Friday

9/8/17

5:30pm

HOME FBALL-Band Performance (Senior Parent Night)
Saturday

9/9/17

6 am-4pm
UW Band Day, Camp Randall Stadium

Monday

9/11/17

7:30-9pm
Marching Band Rehearsal

Sunday

9/17/17

11:15am
Family Festival Parade (ends at Curling Club)
Monday

9/18/17

7:30-9pm
Marching Band Rehearsal

Wednesday
9/20/17

6:40pm

Homecoming Pep Rally

Friday

9/22/17

5:30pm

HOME FBALL-Band Performance (Homecoming) 

Monday

9/25/17

7:30-9pm
Marching Band Rehearsal

Tuesday

9/26/17

5:30pm

Pep Band-Swim

Monday

10/2/17

7:30-9pm
Marching Band Rehearsal

Wednesday
10/4/17

7:30-9pm
Marching Band Rehearsal

Friday

10/6/17

5:30pm

HOME FBALL- Band Performance (Senior night)
Saturday

10/28/17

2:30pm

Halloween Parade

Friday

11/17/17

6:30pm

Pep Band-Girls BB

Friday

12/1/17

6:30pm

Pep Band-Girls BB

Tuesday

12/5/17

6:30pm

Pep Band-Boys Hockey

Wednesday
12/6/17

7:30pm

Winter Band Concert

Friday

12/8/17

6:30pm

Pep Band-Boys BB

Tuesday

12/12/17

5:30pm

Pep Band-Boys Swim

Thursday
1/4/18

6:30pm

Pep Band-Boys BB

Friday

1/12/18

6:30pm

Pep Band-Boys BB

Friday

1/19/18

6:30pm

Pep Band-Girls BB
Term 2

Day

Date

Time

Event
Monday

1/29/18

All Day

Rock Valley Honors Band, Whitewater
Tuesday

1/30/18

6:30pm

Pep Band-Girls BB

Thursday
2/1/18

6:30pm

Pep Band-Boys BB

Friday

2/16/18

6:30pm

Pep Band-Girls BB

Saturday
2/17/18

6:00pm

Band-O-Rama, A Gym

Monday

2/19/18

6:30pm

Pep Band Boys BB

Wednesday
2/21/18

6:30pm

7-12th Grade Jazz Ensembles Concert

Wednesday
2/28/18

6:30pm

New York City Music Trip Meeting, HS Aud

Thursday
3/1/8

6:30pm

Youth Art Month, E.D. Locke Library

Friday

3/2/18

All Day

SLJE School Tour

Saturday
3/10/18

All Day

RVC Solo/Ensemble, Edgerton
Wednesday
3/14/18

7:30pm

HS Band Collage Concert

                  **New York City Music Trip-March 22nd-March 28th**
Saturday

4/21/18

All Day

Eau Claire Jazz Festival, UW-Eau Claire
Saturday

4/28/18

All Day

State Solo & Ensemble, UW-Whitewater

Wednesday
5/2/18

7:30pm

Spring Band Concert

Monday

5/7/18

7:30pm

HS Music Awards

Wednesday
5/23/18

7:00pm

Pep Band Concert Rehearsal

Friday

5/25/18

7:30pm

Pep Band Concert, B Gym

Monday

5/28/18

11:30am
Memorial Day Parade

Saturday

6/2/18

6-9pm

Blues in the Night, HS Cafeteria

Sunday

6/10/18

11:30am
Graduation Band
New York City Final Trip Meeting

Wednesday, Feb 28th 6:30pm-8pm,  HS Auditorium

This will be a time to review student expectations, our itinerary, packing instructions, and more.
New York City Music Ensembles Rehearsal Schedule

The rehearsals below are required and are vital to the success of our performing ensembles.  Please contact your director as soon as possible if you have a conflict.

Sunday, January 21st (1-2:30pm Band, 1:45-3:15pm Orchestra, 2:30-4pm Choir)

Sunday, January 28th (1-2:30pm Band, 1:45-3:15pm Orchestra, 2:30-4pm Choir)

Sunday, February 4th   (1-2:30pm Band, 1:45-3:15pm Orchestra, 2:30-4pm Choir)

Sunday, February 11th (1-2:30pm Band, 1:45-3:15pm Orchestra, 2:30-4pm Choir)

Sunday, February 18th (1-2:30pm Band, 1:45-3:15pm Orchestra, 2:30-4pm Choir)

Monday, February 26th (5-6:30pm Band, 5:45-7:15pm Orchestra, 6:30-8pm Choir)

Sunday, March 11th (1-2:30pm Band, 1:45-3:15pm Orchestra, 2:30-4pm Choir)

Sunday, March 18th *Dress Rehearsal*(1-2:30pm Band, 1:45-3:15pm Orchestra, 2:30-4pm Choir)

Music Booster Meetings, 7:00pm, HS Orchestra Room

September 13th
October 11th
November 8th
December 4th
January 10th
February 14th
March 7th
April 11th
May 9th
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